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V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  

For four Weeks ending Saturday, October 9, 1886. 

The deaths registered in each of the four weeks in the sixteen 
principal Town Districts of Ireland, alphabetically arranged, corre- 
sponded to the following annual rates per 1,000 : - -  

Towns 

~Lrinagh ~ 

Belfast - 

Cork 

Drogheda i 

Dublin - 

Dundalk- 

Galway - 

Kilkenny 

Sept  
18. 

15"5 

26"1 

24"7 

25"4 

27"0 

21 "8 

13"4 

16"9 

Weeks ending 

Sept. Oct. 
25. 2. 

5"2 20'7 

20"5 19"3 

24"7 26'0 

25'4 16"9 

24"5 22"4 

4"4 8"7 

26"9 33'6 

4"2 25"4 

OCt. 
9. 

15"5 

19"0 

!19.4 
I 
112"7 

28'0 

4"4 

16"8 

16'9 

Towns 

Limerick . 

Lisburn 

Londonderry 

Lurgan 

Newry 

Sligo 

Waterford - 

Wexford - 

Weeks ending 

Sept. Sept. Oct. 
18. 25. 2. 

9"4 21 '6 31"0 

29"0 33"8 24"2 

8"9 10"7 16'0 

25"7 20"5 25"7 

14"0 14"0 3'5 

19"2 9'6 24"1 

37"0 20"8 18'5 

8"6 29"9 8"6 

OCt. 
9. 

17'5 

0"0 

23"2 

20"5 

21"1 

4"8 

25 "5 

29"9 

In  the week ending Saturday, September 18, the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns, including London (in which the rate was 
17"6), was equal to an average annual death-rate of 22"6 per 1,000 
persons living. In  Glasgow the rate was 24"1; and in Edinburgh it 
was 13"9. 

The average annual death-rate represented by the deaths registered 
during the week in the sixteen principal town districts of Ireland was 
24"3 per 1,000 of the population. 

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts 
were equal to an annual rate of 4"8 per 1~000~ the rates varying from 
0"0 in seven of the districts to 9"3 in Waterford ; the 16 deaths from all 
causes registered in that district comprising 4 from diarrhoea. Among 
the 111 deaths from all causes in Belfast are 1 from scarlatina, 2 from 
whooping-cough, 1 from diphtheri% 1 from simple continued fever~ 3 
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from enteric fever~ and 20 from diarrhoea. A death from typhus was 
registered in Wexford and 1 from scarlatina in Dundalk. 

In  the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 253--125 boys and 128 girls--and the deaths to 186- -  
91 males and 95 females. 

The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 27"5 in every 
1,000 of the estimated population; omitting the deaths of persons 
admitted into public institutions from localities outside the district~ the 
rate was 27"0 per 1,000. 

Forty-five deaths from zymotic diseases were registered~ being 6 over 
the number for the preceding week~ and also 6 in excess of the average 

-for the 37th week of the last ten years ; they comprise 2 from scarlet 
fever (scarlatina), 1 from typhus, I from whooping-cough, 2 from diph- 
theria, 1 from ill defined fever, 3 from enteric fever~ 4 from "infantile 
choler%" 29 (including 23 of children under 5 years old) from diarrhoea~ 
&c. 

Twenty-four cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital during the 
week, being 8 under the admissions for the preceding week ; 15 scarlatina 
patients were discharged~ and 131 remained under treatment on Saturday, 
being 6 over the number in hospital on Saturday, September 11. 

There were 2 cases of enteric fever and I of typhus admitted to hospital 
during the week; 20 cases of the former and 9 of the latter disease 
remained under treatment in hospital on Saturday. 

Twenty-two deaths from diseases of the respiratory system were regis- 
tered, being equal to the average for the corresponding week of the last 
ten years~ and 5 over the number for the week ended September 11 ; 
they comprise 17 from bronchitis. 

I n  the waeek ending Saturday~ September 25~ the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns~ including London (in which the rate was 
16"0), was equal to an average annual death-rate of 21"0 per 1,000 persons 
living. In Glasgow the rate was 19"0 ; and in Edinburgh it was 16"5. 

The average annual death-rate in the sixteen principal town districts 
of Ireland was 21"9 per 1,000 of the population. 

T h e  deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts 
were equal to an annual rate of 3"7 per 1~000~ the rates varying from 
0"0 in eight of the districts, to 4"6 in Waterford; the 9 deaths registered 
from all causes in that district comprising 2 from diarrhoea. The 87 
deaths from all causes in Beffast comprise I from typhus~ 6 from enteric 
fever, and 12 from diarrhoea. Among the 38 deaths in Cork are 6 from 
diarrhoea. 

In  the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 161--76 boys and 85 girls--and the deaths to 167--  
78 males and 89 females. 
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The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 24"7 in every 
11000 of the estimated population; om!tting the deaths of persons 
admitted into public institutions from localities outside the district s the 
rate was 24"5 per 1,000. 

Thirty-four deaths from zymotic diseases were registered~ being 2 
over the average for the corresponding week of the last ten years, but 11 
under the number for the week ended September 18; they comprise 3 
from scarlet fever (scarlatina), 2 from diphtheria~ 23 (including 15 of 
children under 5 years of age) from diarrhoea, 2 from dysentery ; &c. 

Twenty-three cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital during the 
week, being 1 under the admissions for the preceding week~ and 9 under 
the number for the week ended September 11; 23 scarlatina patients 
were discharged~ 3 died, and I28 remained under treatment on Satarday, 
being 3 under the number in hospital on Saturday, September 18. 

During the week~ as in the week preceding~ there were but 2 cases of 
enteric fever and 1 of typhus admitted to hospital; 14 cases of the 
former and 8 of the latter disease remained under treatment in hospital 
on Saturday. 

Twenty deaths from diseases of the respiratory system were registered~ 
being 2 under the number for the preceding week, and 3 under the 
average for the 38th week of the last ten years ; they comprise 14 from 
bronchitis. 

In the week ending Saturday, October 2, the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns, including London (in which the rate was 17"0), 
was equal to an average annual death-rate of 20"6 per 1,000 persons 
living. In Glasgow the rate was 21"7 ; and in Edinburgh it was 14"7. 

The average annual death-rate represented by the deaths registered 
last week in the sixteen principal town districts of Ireland was 21"6 per 
11000 of the population. 

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts 
were equal to an annual rate of 3"7 per 1~000~ the rates varying from 
0"0 in nine of the districts to 6"7 in Galway; the 10 deaths from all 
causes registered in the last-named district comprise 1 from simple con- 
tinued fever and 1 from diarrhoea. Among the 82 deaths from all causes 
in Belfast are 6 from scarlatina, 1 from typhus, 1 from whooping-cough~ 
4 from enteric fever, and 5 from diarrh(ea. The 40 deaths in Cork 
comprise 3 from typhus, 1 from diphtheria, and 2 from diarrhoea. One 
of the 2 deaths registered in Dundalk was caused by scarlatina. 

In  the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 2,17--107 boys and 110 girls--and the deaths to 
154--78 males and 76 females. 

The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 22"7 in every 
1~000 of the estimated population; omitting the deaths of persons 
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admitted into public institutions from localities outside the district, the 
rate was 22"4 per 1,000. 

Thirty-three deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being 1 
over the average for the corresponding week of the last ten years, but 
1 under the number for the week ended September 25-- they  consist of 8 
from scarlet fever (scarlatina), 2 from enteric fever, 21 (including 13 of 
children under 5 years old) from diarrhoea, and 2 from dysentery. 

Twenty-one cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital during the 
week~ being 2 under the admissions for the preceding week, 21 scarla- 
tina patients were discharged, and 128 remained under treatment on 
Saturday, being equal to the number in hospital, at the close of the 
preceding week. 

No cases of typhus were admitted to hospital during the week, but 
there were 10 cases of enteric fever received, against 2 in each of the 
two preceding weeks; 3 enteric fever patients were discharged during 
the week and 21 remained under treatment on Saturday~ being 7 over 
the number in hospital on Saturday, September 25. 

There were but 11 deaths from diseases of the respiratory system 
registered during the week, being 9 under the number for the preceding 
week~ and 12 below the average for the 39th week of the last ten 
years-- they comprise 6 from bronchitis. 

In  the week ending Saturday, October 9, the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns, including London (in which the rate was 
17"2), was equal to an average annual death-rate of 19"3 per 1,000 
persons living. In  Glasgow the rate was- 23"9 ; and in Edinburgh it 
was 19"9. 

The average annual death-rate in the sixteen principal town districts 
of Ireland was 19"5 per 17000 of the population. 

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts 
were equal to an annual rate of 2"5 per 1,000~ the rates varying from 
0"0 in thirteen of the districts to 4"1 in Dublin. The 81 deaths from all 
causes registered in Belfast comprise 3 from scarlatina~ 3 from whooping- 
cough~ 1 from enteric fever~ and 5 from diarrhoea; and the 16 deaths in 
Cork comprise 1 from enteric fever and 1 from diarrhoea. 

In  the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 168--85 boys and 83 girls--and the deaths to 156--  
75 males and 81 females. 

The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 23"0 in every 
1,000 of the estimated population; all the deaths in public institutions 
were of persons admitted from localities within the district. 

Thirty-one deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being 5 over 
the average for the corresponding week of the last ten years, but 2 
l~nder thc number for the week ended October 2. They comprise 6 
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from scarlet fever (scarlatina), 1 from whooping-cough, 2 from cerebro- 
spinal fever, 1 from ill-defined fever, 3 from enteric fever, 17 (including 
12 of children under 5 years of age) from diarrhoea, &c. 

For ty  cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital during the week~ 
being 19 over the admissions for the preceding week; 23 scarlatina 
patients were discharged, and 145 remained under treatment on Saturday, 
being 17 over the number in hospital on Saturday, October 2. 

Only 1 case of typhus was admitted during the week, arid there were 
but 2 cases of this disease in hospital on Saturday. 

Twelve cases of enteric fever were admitted to hospital, being 2 in 
excess of the admissions for the preceding week; 2 patients were dis- 
charged, and 31 remained under treatment on Saturday, being 10 over the 
number in hospital on Saturday, October 2. 

Sixteen deaths from diseases of the respiratory system were registered, 
being 5 over the number for the preceding week, but 10 under the 
average for the 40th week of the last ten yea r s - - they  comprise 7 from 
bronchitis and 2 from pneumonia or inflammation of the lungs. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Abstract of Observations made in the City of Dublin, Lat. 53 ~ 20'  N., 
JLong. 6 ~ 15'  W., for the Month of September, 1886. 

Mean Height  of Barometer,  - - - 29"978 inches. 
Maximal Height  of Barometer (on 15th, at 9 p.m.), 30"506 ,, 
Min ima lHe igh t  of Barometer (on  9th, at 12 30p.m.),  29"448 ,, 
Mean Dry-bulb Temperature,  - - 55"6 ~ 
Mean Wet-bulb Temperature,  - - 53"0 ~ 
Mean Dew-point  Temperature,  - - 50"6 ~ 
Mean Elast ic  Force (Tension) of Aqueous Vapour,  - "372 inch. 
Mean Humidi ty ,  - - - 84"0 per cent. 
Highest  Temperature in Shade (on 13th), - 69"5 ~ 
Lowest Temperature in Shade (on 23rd), - 39"0% 
Lowest Temperature on Grass (Radiation) (on 23rd)~ 32"5 ~ 
Mean Amount  of Cloud, - 55"9 per cent. 
Rainfall  (on 15 days), - - 2"471 inches. 
Greatest  Dai ly  Rainfall  (on 9th), - -649 inch. 
General  Directions of Wind, - - S.W., W.S.W.,  5I.E. 

Remarks. 
Two distinct types of weather presented themselves during this mon th - -  

cyclonic, rainy, and even stormy, from the 4th to the 13th, and again 
after the 24th;  but anticyclonic, quiet, and dry, with easterly winds 
from the 14th to the 24th, inclusive. Temperature ranged about the 
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average; rainfall was somewhat in excess, but it was distributed over 
only the usual number of days for September--namely, 15. 

In  Dublin the mean temperature (56"2 ~ was one-fifth of a degree above 
the average (56"0~ the mean dry bulb readings at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
were 55"6 ~ In  the twenty-one years ending with 1885~ September was 
coldest in 1866 and 1882 (M. T. ~ 53"0 ~ and warmest in 1865 (M. T. ---- 
61"4~ In  1885~ the M. T. was only 54"4~ in the year 1879 ~the cold 
year) it was 54"3 o . 

The mean height of the barometer was 29"978 inches~ or 0"061 inch 
above the average value for September--namely, 29"917 inches. The 
mercury rose to 30"506 inches at 9 p.m. of the 15th, and fell to 29"448 
inches at 12 30 p.m. of the 9th. The observed range of atmospherical 
pressure was, therefore, 1"058 inches-- that  is, slightly more than an inch. 
The mean temperature deduced from daily readings of the dry bulb 
thermometer at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. was 55"6~ or 4"1 ~ below the value for 
August, 1886 ; that calculated by Kaemtz's formula--viz.,  rain. -{- (max. 
rain. • "41) ---- Mean Temp.--from the means of the daily maxima and 
minima was 55"1~ or precisely equal to the average mean temperature for 
September~ calculated in the same way, in the twenty years, 1865-84, 
inclusive (55"1~ The arithmetical mean of the maximal and minimal 
readings was 56"2 ~ compared with a twenty years' average of 56"0 ~ 
On die 13th the thermometer in the screen rose to 69"5~ S.W. ; 
on the 23rd the temperature fell to 39"0~ N.N.W. The minimum 
on the grass was 32"5 ~ on the same date. The rainfall was 2"471 inches, 
distributed over 15 days. The average rainfall for September in the 
twenty years, 1865-84, inclusive, was 2"289 inches, and the average 
number of rainy days was 14"5. The rainfall and the rainy days, there- 
fore, were both perceptibly above the average. In  1871 the rainfall in 
September was very large--4"048 inches on however only 13 days--and 
in 1869, 3"957 inches fell on 21 days. On the other hand, in 1865~ only 
�9 056 inch was measured on only 3 days. This last was the driest month 
recorded in Dublin during at least the last quarter of a century. 

A lunar rainbow was seen on the 1 l th.  The atmosphere was foggy 
on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 20th and 28th. High winds were noted on as many 
as 12 days. Sheet l ightning was seen on the evenings of the 26th and 
27th. Thunder and lightning occurred on the 4th in the neighbourhood 
of Dublin, and distant thunder was heard on the 5th also. 

The month opened with fine weather, high barometer readings, and 
warmth. Some of the maximal temperatures over England were as high 
as 870~ and on the Continent even this heat was exceeded on several 
occasions. On Saturday, the 4th, an irregular depression travelled north- 
wards across the S.W. of England, Wales, and Ireland, causing severe 
thunderstorms and heavy rain. 

During the week ending Saturday, the l l t h ,  the weather was unsettled. 
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At  the beginning local thunderstorms were reported. After the 6th 
atmospherical pressure was low off the N.W. of Ireland, high over France 
and Germany. During this period three well-marked depressions passed 
by our extreme N.W. and W. coasts. These caused S. and S.W. gales, 
or high winds, and heavy downpours of rain in most parts of Ireland and 
Scotland, while conditions were less unsettled in England. 

Early in the third week (that ending Saturday, the 18th), an important 
change took place in the distribution of pressure, and consequently in the 
weather also. After a well-marked but shallow depression had travelled 
quickly north-eastwards across Ireland and Scotland on the 13th, a large 
anticyclone came in from the Atlantic, producing N. and E. winds, dry 
and cool weather. On the night of the 15th-16th temperature fell to 33 ~ 
at Leith, and next night frost was reported from the/~, and E. of Scot- 
land. The barometer rose above 30"6 inches near the centre of the 
anticyclone. In  Dublin the highest reading was 30"51 inches on the 
night of the 15th. 

From the 19th to the 24th the meteorological conditions were anti- 
cyclonic in the I~., cyclonic in the S. On Monday, the 20tb, a system of 
low pressure formed over the Bay of Biscay, and the easterly wind 
freshened considerably. This depression lay for two days over Brittany 
and then dispersed. On the 25th, temperature rose, and conditions 
became mild, unsettled and showery, as depressions began to appear off 
the west coast of Ireland. 

Sunday, the 26th, was very fine in Ireland, rainy in England ; but at 
night a deep and extensive depression came in from tim Atlantic, bring- 
ing with it gales, rain, and lightning. From this time to the close of the 
month, squally, showery weather continued in Ireland. 

A t  Greystones, county Wicklow, the rainfall for the month was 
2"614 inches, distributed over seventeen days. 

T H E R A P E U T I C  USES O F  W A T E R .  

IN a paper read at a meeting of the Louisville Medico-Chirurglcal Society 
on the above subject, Dr. D. J. Smith says : - - " A s  a h~mostatic, hot 
water occupies the very front rank. In  menorrhagia or post partum 
hmmorrhage nothing else compares with it in a great majority of cases 
for arresting the excessive discharge. When used for this purpose it 
ought to have a temperature of from 110 ~ to 120 ~ and be permitted to 

drain off freely after reaching the cervix and other neighbouring parts ."--  
Am. Pract. a~d News, Sept. 4. [For the introduction of hot water as a 
hmmostatie in midwifery practice we are indebted to Dr. L. AtthiU of 
this city.J 


